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Message from the Commander 

Summer is here and it’s a great time to be outside and enjoy the weather, 
summer picnics, family reunions, graduations and other events.  We      
recently observed Memorial Day, a special time to remember those who 
gave their lives in service to our country.  They fought and died for our 
freedoms.  Please say a prayer for those heroes.  As a reminder, there are 
no chapter business meetings in June or July. 

LaMar Kruckenberg, Commander 

Keeping Our Promise to America’s Veterans 

Visit us at https://www.aklein3dav.org 

Chaplain Chats 

June reminds us of both freedom and responsibility.  As we gather for parades, flag ceremonies, reunions, and 
community events, we are reminded of the sacrifices made by generations of veterans and service members.  This 
month, we recognize D-Day on June 6th and Flag Day on June 14th, two important reminders of courage, service, 
and the enduring strength of our nation.  Summer also gives us opportunities to reconnect with fellow veterans 
and our communities.  I encourage you to wear your DAV cap proudly, attend local patriotic events, and reach 
out to veterans who may feel isolated or forgotten.  Sometimes the greatest act of service is simply letting another 
veteran know they are not alone.  For those carrying burdens that others may not see, remember that your service 
mattered and your DAV family stands beside you.  Scripture reminds us in Galatians 6:2 to “Carry each other’s 
burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”  In times of loneliness, uncertainty, or struggle, may 
we also hold fast to the promise found in Isaiah 41:10: “Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed; for I am thy God.  I will  
strengthen thee.”  God’s presence and the support of one another can help sustain us through every season.  May we continue to serve with 
compassion, lead with integrity, and honor those who came before us through our actions every day. 

Leslie Ross, Chaplain 

DAV Social Activities Planned During Summer Months 
The last few months have been a busy time for our chapter.  Now we take 
some time to socialize and enjoy some great food!  The annual department 
picnic is scheduled on June 18th at the North Dakota Veterans Home in 
Lisbon.  The residents love to have visitors.  The chapter van is tuned up 
and we will transport our members to the Veterans Home.  On July 23rd, 
we will have our annual chapter picnic at Sertoma Park in Bismarck.  More 
details will be sent by email regarding both of these events.  Meanwhile, 
please mark your calendars and we hope to see you for these fun activities. 

Chapter Makes Impact During Department Convention 
For the second year in a row, a member of our chapter has been elected as Commander of the DAV Department 
of North Dakota.  Leslie Ross was elected during the 105th Annual Department Convention May 1-2 in        
Bismarck.  She also continues to serve as chaplain for our chapter.  Leslie will represent North Dakota DAV 
members during national DAV events and meetings.  She welcomes your input on matters affecting veterans.  
Lamar Kruckenberg is now the immediate past department commander and is a voting member of the            
Department Executive committee.  He continues his duties as chapter commander.  Mark Landis is the new    
department first junior vice commander.  David Schall was elected to the Department Finance Committee and 
was appointed to the position of department chief of staff.  Joe Hall was reelected as department adjutant and 
treasurer.  The convention was condensed to one and a half days.  There were 45 delegates, including 15 from 
our chapter.  The new format received positive feedback and the convention will return to Bismarck in 2027. 
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***VA Updates*** 
 

May - June 2026 
 
 

 Progress continues on the new electronic health record system, which is scheduled to be 
operational by May 2027.  The VA has been using the current system since 1986. 

 
 The VA has committed funds for veteran-assisted parking at the Fargo campus. 

 
 Veterans Transportation Service (VTS) in Fargo has provided 6,000 rides this year for 

veterans requiring special mode travel.  This program is separate from the Veterans 
Transportation Network, which utilizes volunteers to transport veterans from around the 
state to their VA medical appointments in Fargo. 

 
 The Fargo VA is developing a new pain management team. 

 
 There have been approximately 200 new VA health care enrollees this year within the 

Fargo VA Health Care System.  The VA is doing outreach to the Air Force bases and the 
National Guard in North Dakota to provide information and accept new enrollments.  

 
 The VA has 572,000 disability claims in their inventory, with 75,000 in the backlog.  A 

claim is considered part of the backlog if it is more than 125 days old.  The average 
processing time has been reduced to 78 days.  North Dakota veterans have 1,399 pending 
claims, including 612 PACT Act claims. 

 
 Fargo Veterans Service Center Manager Shane Bryan has retired.  The VA will seek a 

replacement for the position. 
 

 The Veteran Readiness & Employment (VR&E) division (formerly Vocational 
Rehabilitation) at the Fargo VA Regional Office is almost fully staffed and is serving 
customers. 

 
 
 
 
 


