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Message from the Commander 
The season of love and happiness is upon us.  As we celebrate the season, it takes me back to young times of cheer 
and family.  Lots of laughter and smiles.  Time spent with relatives and friends.  I am also taken back to my year in 
Vietnam, where Christmas seemed to be no different than any other day.  We did have a great meal of canned    
turkey in our C-rations.  Not what I expected, but we celebrated the holidays.  Please keep our veterans who are 
still serving in your prayers and thoughts.  Let us give thanks to those who have served and are still serving. 
 
I wish you a very Merry Christmas and a happy, healthy new year. 

LaMar Kruckenberg, Commander 

Keeping Our Promise to America’s Veterans 

Visit us at https://www.aklein3dav.org 

Chaplain Chats 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” - John 1:5 
As we enter December and the Advent season, we pause to reflect on God’s enduring faithfulness. This year has 
brought challenges that weigh heavily on our nation - division, uncertainty, and pain. Yet the Gospel reminds us: 
no darkness is stronger than the light of Christ. 

This season is an opportunity to give thanks - to recognize the blessings that have carried us this far. With deep 
appreciation, we honor our nation’s veterans, especially those living with the lifelong wounds of service. The  
mission of Disabled American Veterans (DAV) reminds us of a powerful truth: when we serve our wounded    
heroes, we serve Christ Himself.  (Continued on Page Two) 

Burleigh County Appoints New Veterans Service Officer 
Chris Berglund of Lincoln, ND has been appointed by the Burleigh County Board of Commissioners to serve as 
the Veterans Service Officer.  He succeeds Mark Landis, who served in the position from 2003-2025.  Chris has 
been the Burleigh County Deputy Veterans Service Officer for 15 years and has demonstrated outstanding 
knowledge and ability while assisting veterans with their benefit claims and applications.  With this appointment, 
he becomes a Burleigh County department head and leads a team that helps veterans receive millions of dollars 
annually in VA benefits. 

New Bismarck VA Outpatient Clinic on Target for 2027 
The VA is upgrading outpatient clinics in rural areas to bring more services closer to where veterans live.  The 
Bismarck clinic is already a very capable facility with excellent staff.  The plans for the new clinic include about 
30,000 square feet of space, with room to add more specialty clinics.  Some specialty providers will be stationed 
in Bismarck.   Others will be “cycled in” as needed.  Possible specialties include physical therapy, occupational 
therapy, and an optometrist, to name a few.  No surgeries are planned at the clinic, although that could change in 
the future. The site is scheduled to open by mid 2027 in north Bismarck.  VA officials are working with the  
contractor to finalize the design of the new clinic. 

In other VA news: 
 There are about six slots available for home-based primary care in Bismarck. 

 The Fargo VA is hiring four more staff to process travel claims and alleviate the backlog.  They also plan to 
add staff in medical eligibility. 

 The regional office is catching up after the government shutdown.  They are now funded through September 
2026.  Compensation and pension claims processing continued during the shutdown.  North Dakota veterans 
have been awarded $38.7 million in compensation for PACT Act claims, with a grant rate of 74%. 

Christmas 2025 

***No Chapter Business Meeting in December*** 



 
�

Chaplain Chats (Continued) 
December 2025 

 

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” - 
Galatians 6:2 

To our veterans and their families: thank you. Your courage did not end when the 
uniform came off. Your resilience and continuous service to one another inspire us to 
strive for a stronger and more compassionate country. 

We know our land is not without wounds. But Scripture gives us hope that healing is 
possible, both for individuals and for nations. 

“For I know the plans I have for you… plans to give you hope and a future.” - 
Jeremiah 29:11 

As we prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth of the Prince of Peace, may we also 
recommit ourselves to living out His mission: 

• To be peacemakers in a divided world 

• To rebuild trust where relationships are strained 

• To comfort those carrying invisible burdens 

• To show gratitude through action, not only words 

Every act of kindness - every step toward understanding - helps restore the unity and 
compassion our veterans fought to protect. 

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” - 
Psalm 34:18 

This December, let us share light. Let us reflect hope. And let us remember that healing 
our country begins in our own hearts. 

May Christ’s love guide us through this holy season and into a new year filled with 
peace, purpose, and promise. 

 

Leslie Ross, Chaplain 

 


