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Message from the Commander 

We are in the middle of summer and it is flying by.  July 4th is our Independence Day.  I am wondering what our 
founding fathers were thinking when they signed the Declaration of Independence.  The tremendous courage it took to 
place their signatures on the bottom of that document.  They were risking their very lives and their property. 

We enjoy the gifts of their courage.  250 years later, we are gifted with the freedom that they gave us.  I wish everyone 
a very happy Independence Day holiday. 

LaMar Kruckenberg, Commander 

Keeping Our Promise to America’s Veterans 

Visit us at https://www.aklein3dav.org 

Chaplain Chats 

As America celebrates its 250th birthday, it’s a good time to think about the generations of men and women who 
have stepped forward to serve our country.  From those who fought for our independence to the veterans serving 
today, each generation has helped protect the freedoms and democracy we enjoy.  As members of the Disabled 
American Veterans, we know that service doesn’t stop when we take off the uniform.  We continue serving by 
helping fellow veterans, standing up for those who need us, and giving back to our communities.  Even the smallest 
acts of kindness or support can make a real difference in someone’s life.  This Independence Day, let’s celebrate 
not only our nation’s history, but also the spirit of service that has always been part of America.  As veterans, we 
understand that freedom comes with responsibility.  May we continue to honor those who came before us by living 
lives of service and leaving a stronger nation for those who come after us. 

Freedom is protected by those who defend it and strengthened by those who continue to serve on another. 

Leslie Ross, Chaplain 

Fiscal Year Closes With Track Record of Strong Results 
The fiscal year of the Disabled American Veterans ended on June 30th.  What is the significance of a fiscal year?  
It is a time when the organization reviews and documents financial and business operations during the past 12 
months and sets the goals for the next year.  We are an advocacy group for disabled veterans, and like all         
organizations, we need to establish a budget and manage our resources.  Detailed financial reports are provided 
during monthly business meetings.  After the end of the fiscal year, we are also required to file reports with the 
DAV National Headquarters, the North Dakota Secretary of State, and the Internal Revenue Service.  According 
to DAV bylaws, chapters and departments are allowed to have cash assets not exceeding three times the expenses 
of  the previous fiscal year.  For example, if a chapter has expenses of $50,000 in a fiscal year, it cannot have 
more than $150,000 in cash assets.  This policy helps to ensure funds are spent in support of veterans, rather than        
accumulating large amounts of cash.  Our chapter supports veterans and their family members with scholarships, 
veterans aid, transportation, and carefully selected donations.  Adam Klein Chapter #3 is in outstanding financial 
condition and is fully compliant with all requirements from our national organization.  We have a finance      
committee that ensures proper management of funds.  The DAV is a 501c(4) charitable organization.  Donations 
to the DAV are tax deductible.   

***Membership Update*** 
God bless the USA on our 250th anniversary!  I’m happy to report we continue to lead the way regarding   
chapter membership in North Dakota.  Our website is an informative platform to review the names of new  
members and show respect and remembrance of our members who have recently reached their ultimate destina-
tion.  I occasionally hear prospective members may avoid joining due to the word “disabled” in the DAV brand.  
If you experience this, please emphasize the primary reason to join is to provide a stronger collective voice in  
support of legislation and policies affecting veterans and their families.  We influence by leading the way! 

David Schall, Junior Vice Commander 

July 4, 2026 

***Reminder - Chapter Picnic on July 23rd*** 


